
 

Supporters of the Stop, Observe, Ask and Respond (SOAR) to Health and Wellness Act 

 

“Ensuring health care professionals are adequately trained to identify and support victims of human trafficking 

is critical to stopping this abuse. The bill sponsored by Senators Heitkamp and Collins will extend the important 

work of the HHS's program to ensure that nurses, doctors, and others get comprehensive training to help those 

most in need.”  

– Keeli Sorensen, Director of Government Relations and Public Policy, Polaris 

 

“HEAL Trafficking, Inc. applauds this proactive legislation from Sens. Heitkamp and Collins to improve health 

professional training about human trafficking specifically and violence in general, through a trauma-informed 

lens; to promote wide-spread implementation of successful trafficking prevention programs; and to further 

delivery of comprehensive, integrated health services to survivors of trafficking and other forms of violence. 

The SOAR pilot program developed by the Administration for Children and Families in HHS provides a strong 

framework from which to advance these goals. Therefore we strongly support the introduction and eventual 

passage of the Stop, Observe, Ask and Respond (SOAR) to Health and Wellness.”  

– HEAL Trafficking Inc.  

 

“Healthcare professionals are on the front lines of identifying human trafficking victims. That is why it is 

essential that training and technical assistance is provided to better equip them to respond to all forms of human 

trafficking. We commend Senators Heitkamp and Collins for introducing this bill and for their leadership on 

combating human trafficking.”  

– Melysa Sperber, Director of the Alliance to End Slavery and Trafficking (ATEST)  

 

“Domestic violence, human trafficking and sexual abuse are significant problems in our country and especially 

our state. We are seeing increasing numbers of these issues in places we call home.  I was able to attend the 

recent training hosted by Mercy Medical Center in Williston through HHS. The goal was to help bring 

awareness to the nature of the issue, as well as to the fact that it exists in our region, and train us on how work 

with potential victims.  Programs like this are essential for us to fight back against the fallout of these crimes. 

Sen. Heitkamp’s bill will help expand on the training I received so more health providers across North Dakota 

and the U.S. get similar resources to better support victims. We need to protect our men, women and children 

from all of these issues, and can no longer afford to say it doesn’t happen in our backyard.  Without this type of 

program, awareness will be hard to spread to the many individuals who can benefit from increased knowledge 

of the signs and symptoms of abuse.  By becoming more proactive instead of reactive, we will be more 

equipped to help those in need.”  

– Heidi Grondahl, Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner at the Mercy Women’s Health Clinic who received 

the pilot program training in Williston, ND 
 

“Protecting our tribal community on MHA Nation through the proper health care is our mission at Elbowoods 

Memorial Health Center. And making sure our medical staff is prepared to provide the right care for individuals 

who have been victimized by human trafficking is no small task – and requires a full understanding of how to 

identify possible victims, and knowing how to connect them with the best possible services and resources. In 

September, almost 30 of our health professionals were trained to do just that – making our staff stronger and 

better prepared to face new challenges in our community. We support Senator Heitkamp’s effort to enhance and 

broaden this training across our nation, so that together, health facilities can be as responsive as possible to 

victims of these vicious crimes.” 

– Kathy Eagle, CEO of Elbowoods Memorial Health Center, the site of the pilot program training in New 

Town, ND 


